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of this favour, and shall faithfully and carefully return them to you. You may rely that I shall neither copy any part, nor permit the papers to be seen.
'They contain a curious picture of society, and form a journal on the most instructive plan that can possibly be thought of ; for I am not sure that an ordinary observer would become so well acquainted either with Dr. Johnson, or with the manners of the Hebrides, by a personal intercourse, as by a perusal of your Journal. ' 1 am, very truly, ' Dear Sir,
'Your most obedient,
' And affectionate humble servant, 'WILLIAM FORBES.'
When I consider how many of the persons mentioned in this Tour are now gone to ' that undiscovered country, from whose bourne no traveller returns',' I feel an impression at once awful and tender. — Rcquicscant in pace!
It may be objected by some persons, as it has been by one of my friends, that he who has the power of thus exhibiting an exact transcript of conversations is not a desirable member of society. I repeat the answer which I made to that friend: — 'Few, very few, need be afraid that their sayings will be recorded. Can it be imagined that I would take the trouble to gather what grows on every hedge, because I have collected such fruits as the Nonpareil and the BON CHRETIEN5 ?'
On the other hand, how useful is such a faculty, if well exercised ! To it we owe all those interesting- apophthegms and memorabilia of the ancients, which Plutarch, Xcnophon,
mention, that the papers which were submitted to his perusal contained only an account of our Tour from the time that Dr. Johnson and I set out from Edinburgh (p. 57), and consequently did not contain the eulogium on Sir William Forbes, (p. 26), which he never saw till this book appeared in print ; nor did he even know, when he wrote the above letter, that this Journal was to be published. Boswr.Li., This note is not in the first edition. 1 Hamlet, act iii. sc. i.
Nonpareil is defined as a kind of apple, andean Chretien as a species of pear.
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